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The Institute of Comparative Literature

at the University of Silesia, Katowice, Poland,

and the Laboratory of Comparative Studies

at Jan Długosz Academy, Częstochowa, Poland,
wish to extend an invitation to a joint international conference that will take place in Częstochowa, Poland, on 11-12 December 2014,
under the aegis of the Polish Society for Comparative Literature.
Call for Papers

The Messianic Imaginaries of (not just) Europe

„Western faiths are redemption narratives,” George Steiner claims – and, somehow contradicting himself, he soon adds: “The utopian, messianic, positivist-meliorist ‘futures’ presumed, blueprinted in the western legacy from Plato to Lenin, from the Prophets to Leibniz, may no longer be available to our syntax. We now look back at them. They are monuments for remembrance, as obstinately haunting as Easter Island stone faces, on the journey into our outset.” Apparently, the author of Grammars of Creation fails to appreciate the “cryptotheological” potential of language, evident in the latter’s ability to appropriate and transform the religious resources latent in the human speech. It is more than questionable that messianic tropes, inscribed as they are in the European social imaginaries, have all lost their ability to reappear and strike back, even if it be in disguise as long repressed political or theological discourses. The return of all those suppressed elements in the atmosphere of “religious resurgence,” to use the subtitle of Gilles Kepel’s The Revenge of God, is always possible. It is at this point that the reflection on some parts of the European heritage may become entangled with the analysis of different sorts of Messianisms that arise in response to a crisis experienced as the breakdown of the foundations of Western culture in philosophical, religious, ethical, social and political terms.
The contemporary “messianic turn,” observable in numerous ways in the theologico-political thinking on culture and postsecular philosophy, is noteworthy in that it shows how different varieties of Messianism become vocal in the political (both liberal and conservative) agenda, as well as religious, philosophical and educational projects. The Logos of the West, in the sense of its complex history and ongoing transformation of its cultural codes and cognitive paradigms, makes researchers of different backgrounds and Weltanschauung pose again the question of the cognitive and axiological value of Messianism.
During the conference we wish to focus on the following issues:

· Messianisms of pre-Romantic, Romantic, post-Romantic, modern or postmodern types
· Polish and European / Western Messianisms as partaking in the discourse of modernity

· the messianic notions of space and time, related to the myths of the promised land, various forms of utopia and dystopia, etc.

· Exile as a fundamental element of all exodus narratives; Exodus as the paradigmatic gesture of modernity

· the messianic idea of a human being and community based on the “other,” non-totalitarian identity (the concept of the “rest”)

· emancipatory discourses, notions of a “new” human being, secular projects of redemption and liberation

· Messianism and the postsecular

· messianic figures in psychoanalysis
· messianic pedagogy, ethics and aesthetics
· literary and cultural representations of Messianism
· projects of secular messianic criticism and religious Talmudic criticism
· simplified forms of Messianism; the vulnerability of the notion to simplification and ideological distortion
· Messianism in popular culture; culture as the source of discontents or culture as the source of liberation

The project may obviously raise some doubts as it makes use of a very broad idea of Messianism. There are some additional questions that need to be taken into consideration:
1. Is each and every brand of Messianism an eschatological and millenarian structure?

2. What are the similarities and differences between Messianisms originating in various nations and cultures?

3. Can every project of cultural rejuvenation and liberation be called Messianic?

4. Is Messianism a dominating path of European modernity or one of its many ways?

5. Why is Messianism so vulnerable to simplification and stereotyping (Poland as “the Christ of the nations”)? Is the simplifying tendency found solely in Polish culture?

6. Are there Messianic (neo-Messianic, quasi-Messianic) myths and paradigms beyond Europe?
7. Is it true that the Messianic imaginary and Messianic narratives have come to an end in postmodern times?

We welcome academics representing all kinds of humanistic disciplines and areas of research.

The conference is planned to take place in the Częstochowa Philharmonic building (a small concert hall), 16 Wilsona St. (in the vicinity of the railway station). There is a registration fee of 100€ (75€ for postgraduate students and doctoral candidates) that will cover the costs of organization, conference materials, accommodation and board, as well as the preparation of the conference proceedings for publication.
The deadline for submissions is 31 October 2014. Please send paper proposals of up to 200 words for 20-minute presentations together with your personal data and professional affiliation (see registration form attached) to pkk@ajd.czest.pl. More detailed information will be sent along with the notification of acceptance by 10 November 2014.
Organizing committee:

Professor Zbigniew Kadłubek, UŚ
Professor Adam Regiewicz, AJD
Professor Artur Żywiołek, AJD

Dr. Piotr Bogalecki, UŚ
Dr. Alina Mitek-Dziemba, UŚ
Conference office: Anna Janek, MA
